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NOTE-The Scheme which follows this Note revokes
the Telegraph (Inland Written Telegram) Regulations
1963 (S .l. 1963 N o. 558) which have effect under
paragraph 3(1) of Schedule 9 to the Post Office
Act 1969 as if they were provisions of a S cheme
m ade under sec tion 28 of that A ct : the Sch eme
also rev okes th e Post Office Telegraph (Inland Written
T elegram) Amendment (No.1) Scheme 1970 (P ost
Office Scheme '1'5/1970). The Schem e:

(1) consolidates with am endments the provi sions of
the ab ove Regulations and Scheme ;

(2) expresses in decimal currency the charges which
will be payable for in land telegram service on and
from 15th Feb ruary 1971.

(This N ot e is not p art of the Scheme.)

THE POST O FFICE INLAND TELEGRAM
SCHEME 1971

M ade th e 11th day of January 1971
Co ming into Oper ation 15th February 1971
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T h e Post Office, by virtue of the powers conferred
upon it by sec tion 28 of, and paragraph 3 (1) o f
Schedule 9 to, the Post Office Act 1969 , and of al l
other pow ers enabling it in this behalf, hereby m akes
the following Sch em e :

PART I

COMMENCEMENT, CITATION, REVOCATION,
INTERPRETATION AND ApPLICATION

Commencement and Citation

1. This Scheme shall come into operation on the
15th day of F ebruary 1971 and may be cited as the
Post Office Inland T elegram Scheme 1971.

R evocation

2. The Telegraph (Inland Written Telegr am) .
R egul ati ons 1963 (S.1. 1963 No. 558) and th e Post
Office T elegraph (Inland Written T elegram) Amend­
ment (No.1) Scheme 1970 (P ost Office Scheme
'1'5/1970) are hereby revoked.

Interpretation

3.-(1) In this Scheme, unless the con text otherwi se
requires, th e following exp ressions h ave the m eanings
hereby r esp ectively assigned to th em:

.. British Islands" m ean s th e United Kingdom,
th e Channel Islands, and th e Is le of Man;

.. de luxe gree tings telegram " means a telegram
to b e d elivered on an ornamental form of an
area of more than 120 square inches and of thicker
pap er than the form on which a standard greetings
telegram is d elivered, and in a special envelope ;

.. money order telegram " m ean s a tel egram by
which the particulars of a telegraph money order
are transmitted to the office of paym ent ;

"ordinary rate" m ean s th e ch ar ge for th e trans­
mi ssion of a telegram speci fied in paragraph 5 ;

" overn igh t rate " m eans th e cha rge for th e trans­
m ission of an overni gh t telegram spec ified in para­
gra ph 6 ;

" overnigh t tel eg ram " rn eans a telegra m accepted
fo r tran sm ission a t a reduced rate on cond ition
th at its transmi ssion or delivery or both may be
de ferred;

" prescribed" means prescribed by th e Post
Office;

" prior ity telegram" means a singl e address
ordinary or greetings telegram which is ac cepted
for transmission a t an inc reased ra te on condition
that it will be entitled to some priority in trans­
mission and del ivery;

"registered address" m eans an abbreviated or
arbitrary telegr aphic ad d ress regis tered in accord­
ance with paragraph 23 ;

.. standard gre etings te legram " m eans a telegram
to b e delivered on an orname ntal form of an
area of no t more than 120 square inches, and in
a spe cial envelop e ;

"written telegram" includes a telegram t endered
by tel eph one or teleprinter or other elec tr ica l or

.m echanical apparatus in order th at it ma y be dealt
with and delivered in th e same wa y as a written
teleg ram.

(2) Any reference in th is Schem e to, or to any pro­
visi on of, any enactm ent or Scheme shall be con­
strued, unless th e contex t oth erwi se requ ires , as a
reference to su ch en ac tm ent or Sch em e or such
provision thereof , as amende d, re- enacted or replaced ,
wheth er before or after the comm encem en t of th is
Scheme, by any subseque nt ena ctm en t or Scheme.

(3) In th is Sch eme the letter "p" when u sed in
relation to any charge or sum payable h ereunder
m eans a new penny or n ew pence (as th e context
may r equire).

(4) T h e Interpretati on Ac t 1889 applies for th e
inte rpretation of this Sch eme as i t ap plies for th e
interpretation of an Act of Parl iam en t, an d as if this
Scheme and the R egul at ions and Scheme hereby
revoked were Acts of Pa rli am ent.

A pplication
4. This Scheme sha ll apply to written telegrams

origina ting in and addressed to pl aces withi n the
British Islands and, to the extent provide d by para­
graph 39, to written telegrams be tween th e British
Is lands and the Republic of Ireland:
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Prov ided th at :
(a) This Sch eme sh all not apply to any tel egrams

which are p ress t elegrams for th e purpose of
th e P ost Office I n land Press Telegram S ch eme
1971, except in so far . as th ey ar e expressly
m ad e applicable thereto by that Scheme.

(b) T his Scheme sh all not apply t o any te legr ams
wh ich are radio-telegram s for the pu rpose of
the Po st O ffice Internati on al T elegr am Scheme
1971, ex cept in so far as they ar e expressly
m ad e applicab le to such tel egrams by that
S cheme.

(c) T h is Sch em e sh all not ap p ly to any telegrams
sent via a p lace ou tsid e th e British Island s (not
b eing a p lace in th e Republic of Ireland) to which
th e proviso to paragraph 4 of the P ost Offi ce
I n ternatio nal T elegr am Sch em e 1971 applies.

P ART II

T RAN SM I SS ION C HARGE S

Ordinary rat e
5. S ub ject to the provisions o f this Scheme, there

sh all b e cha rged and paid for the t ransmi ssion o f
a telegram ot h er th an an overnigh t teleg ram the
following sums ~

(a) i f th e length of the telegram d oes not exceed
twelve wor ds , 25 p ;

(b) if the length of the t elegram exceeds twelve
word s, 25p for the first twelve wo rd s and Zp
for each additiona l word.

O v ern ight rat e

6. Sub ject to the prOVISIOns of this Sch eme, there
shall b e ch arged and paid for the transmiss ion of
an overnigh t t elegr am the foll owing su m s:

(a) if the len gth of the t elegram does not exceed
twelve wo rds, 12t p ;

(b) if th e length of th e t elegr am exceed s twelve
word s, I 2i p fo r the first twelve words and I p
for each ad ditio na l word.

Addit ional charges for certain telegrams

7. T here sh all b e ch arged an d paid the foll owing
addi tional sums for th e t ransmi ssi on of a telegram :

'(a) (i) if th e telegram is a standard greetings tele­
gram, th e sum of 2ip in ad di t ion to, the ordinary
ra te and to any oth er sum pa yable und er this
paragraph ;

(ii) if the telegram is a d e lux e greetings tel e­
gram , the su m o f lOp in ad ditio n to the ordinary
r at e and to any other su m pa yable und er this
p aragraph;

(b) i f th e tel eg ram is a priority telegram , th e sum of
l Op in ad d ition to the or din ary r ate an d to any
oth er sum payable under this pa ragraph ;

(c) if th e telegram is tendered on a Sunday , or is
tend er ed on Christm as D ay or Good F riday in
any pa rt of th e Bri t ish I slan ds oth er than
S cotland, the sum of 12ip in ad d ition to the
ord inary rate or th e ov ernigh t rate (as th e cas e
m ay be) and to any o ther sum pay ab le under
th is p aragraph .

M oney order te legrams

8. W here the sende r of a mo ney orde r payab le at
a m oney order office in th e Brit ish Island s re quests
that the part icu la rs of th e m oney ord er sh all be
tran smitted to the office of pay m ent b y telegraph ,
the sen de r sh all p ay , in addition t o th e charges for
the m oney ord er , a ch arge for the m oney order
t el egram of 25p fo r the first 12 words or less and
Zp for each word in exc ess of 12 words, together
wi th any o f the following furth er sums which m ay
b e ap p licab le :

(a) if w ords containing a private communication
fro m the r em itter ar e ad d ed to the t elegr am
the further su m of Zp for each word so ad ded;

(b) if, at the r eq u est of the re m it t er , the telegr am
is to b e rep eated fro m office to office to en su re
a ccur acy, a fu rth er su m eq ua l to on e h alf of the
sa id su m or sums sp ecified and m ad e payab le for
the t elegram b y th e foregoin g p rovisions of this
p ar agraph;

(c) (i) if the telegram contai ns suc h a private
com m u nication as is mentioned in sub -p aragraph
(a) and at the requ est o f the r em itter such com­
m unication is to b e d eliver ed as a standard
greetings t elegra m, th e further sum o f 2!p;

(ii) i f the telegram co nt ains su ch a privat e
com m unication as is men tioned in sub-paragraph
(a) an d at the r equest of the remitter such
communication is to be d elivered as a de luxe
gre etings telegram, th e furth er sum of l Dp ;

(d) if, at the like requ est, the telegr am is treat ed
as a priority telegram, the fur th er sum o f l Op ;

(e) if th e telegraph m oney order ' is applied for on
a Sunday, or is app lied for on C h ristmas Day
or G ood F riday in an y part of the British Islands
oth er th an Scotla nd, the furth er su m . o f 12~p .

Telegrams for withdrawi ng N ational S avings Bank
.deposits

9. D uring the con tinuance o f the servi ce wh ere­
under a d epo sitor in the N ational Savings Bank m ay ,
under and subject to the regulat ions for the t im e being
in force m ad e under th e P ost Offi ce Savings Bank
Act 1954 with d raw sums by telegraph, the depositor
sh all pa y for th e telegrams to and fro m the D ir ector
of Savings at th e rate o f 25p for each telegram.

PART III

M ETHOD OF C H ARGI N G

Counting of word s

10. Subjec t to the prOVISIOns of th is Schem e, th e
con tents of telegram s shall b e r eckon ed , an d tele­
gram s ch arged fo r with refer en ce to their conten ts, •
ac cor ding to the following n iles :

(a) I n calc ulatin g th e numb er of words of any
t elegram , any nam e or a d dress , w h ether of the
sen d er or o f an ad dr essee, which is t o be tr an s­
m it t ed with the m essag e con tained th ere in sh all
be treated as part of the t elegram .

(b) W he re a com bination of wor ds is , by the u sage
of the Englis h language, re cognised as on e w ord ,
whether written together , w ith or w ithou t a
mark o f abbreviation, or join ed b y a hyphen ,
su ch combination, when so written , shall be
counted as one word. In all other cases a
combin at ion of word s is t o b e coun ted accord­
ing to th e n umber o f separate wo rds contain ed
in it .

(c) In the address of the addressee of a te legram:
(i) the esse ntial d esign at ion of th e pl ace of

address, that is to say, the nam e o f the
town or vill age together w ith the n am e (if
any) of the local ity or d ist ric t (o ther than
the st reet, r oad , lane, co u rt or sq uare or
the like) in w hich th e address is situated ,
shall b e counted as one wor d;

(ii) any ad dition s wh ich ar e mad e to the n am e
of th e pl ace of addres s to dis tinguish that
place fro m anot her place of the sa m e nam e,
or to d istingu ish on e street fro m an other
st reet of the sam e nam e in the sam e posta l
district , shall be trea ted as part of the
essentia l d esignation of the pla ce of addre ss ;

(iii) th e nam e of a rai lway statio n n ot in a
town po stal dis t r ict , or of a coastg uar d
station , sh all be cou nted as on e w ord ;

(iv) in itial le t ter s or figures, or a combin ation
of in iti al le t ters and figu res, indica ting a
postal di str ic t shall t ogether b e cou n ted as
one word, excep t wh en us ed in con junction
wit h the nam e o f a town, in whi ch last­
men ti oned case they shall not be charged
for.

(d) In the case of the nam es of places, ea ch and
every pl ace name of any of the foll owing clas ses
sh all, when used in the text of a telegram , be
cou n ted as on e word, viz . :

(i) the na m e o f an y t own or vill ag e in t he
Briti sh Islands;

(ii) t he name of an y rai lway st ati on , not in a
town pos t al d ist r ict;

(ii i) th e name of any d istrict or loc ality in a
town ;

(iv) th e name of any over seas telegrap h office,
contain ed in the official list of tel eg raph
offices pu blished by the G eneral Se cr etariat
of the Internat ional Telecom munication
u nio n .

(e) In the nam es of person s, ev ery patron ymic
suc h as 0 ', M e, Mac, F itz, and every p refix
suc h as D e, D e la, S t, shall b e cou n ted as par t
of the w or d or name n ext following the sam e,
and every compound n am e which is ordinarily
join ed tog eth er by a hyph en or h yphens shall
be co u n ted as one wo rd when so w ritten . E very
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·oth er com bi na tion of n am es shall be counted
ac cording to the numb er of sep ara te wo rd s
or nam es contain ed therein .

(f) In register ed addresses th e indicator word of
any suc h address den oting the office or m od e
of del ivery , shall - be counted as part of th e
register ed address and not as a separ ate word .

(g) Initial letters whether written as small letters
or as capital letters shall be counted and charged
for in m anner foll owin g, th at is to say :

(i) W here su ch letters are written separately
and are inten d ed to be telegr aphed separately
and not as a gro up each such letter shall be
counted and charged for as if it were a
word notwithstanding that suc h letters may
together form or b e intended to b e read or
construed as a combination of letters.

(ii) 'Wh ere such letters are wri tte n togeth er
and ar e in tended to be telegraphed t ogeth er
as a sing le grou p com prising not m or e than
five let ters suc h group sha ll be counted and
cha rged for as if it we re one word. _

(iii) W h ere suc h letters are wri tt en togeth er
and are inten ded to b e telegraphed together
as a single gro up comprising m ore than five
letters the first five letters thereof shall b e
counted and charg ed for as one word and
each and every succeeding five letters or
r esidual fra ction of five let ters sha ll be
coun ted and cha rged for as one word:

Pro vid ed th at a group of letters com pr is­
ing not more than ten letters u sed in the
signatu re of a teleg ram to represen t th e name
of th e sender shall if it forms a pronou nce­
ab le express ion be counted and charged for
as one wor d .

(h) Ea ch of the foll owin g combination s of let ters
and signs -shall b e counted as one wo rd , that
is to say :

sis «[c b ll and c/o.
In other combinations o f let ters and signs,

each sign sha ll be cou n ted as on e word, and
. the letters an d / or gro u p or g roups of letters
separa ted by .suc h sign shall sev erally be cou n ted
as otherw ise provided for by this Scheme.

( i) E ach of the following signs or m ar ks sha ll be
cha rged as one word, that is to say;

(i) A stroke or line under a word or words
intended to underline or em ph asise th e same.

(ii) A parenthesis (both signs ), excep t th at
wh en the brackets enclose spe cial instru c­
ti on s r eferred to in pa ragra ph 18 th ey ar e
n ot cou nted .

(iii) Inverted commas (both signs).
(iv) A full stop .
(v) A comma.
(vi) A colon.
(vii) A mark of interrogation.

(j) N umbers expressed in figures shall be coun ted
a t the ra te of five figures to a word .

(h) Ordinal numbers expre sse d in figures and letters
sh all be coun ted accor ding to the last preceding
r u Ie, lett er s be ing reckoned as figures.

(I) An obliq u e st roke, h ori zontal bar, hyphen,
mul tiplication sign, decim al point, full st op ,
com ma , or colon , us ed w it h a figure or grou p
of figures, sh all be cou nted as a figu re.

(m) Any letters following and forming part of th e
designati on of a fraction sh all count as figures.

( n) A com bination of figures and letters in the
add ress or text of a tel egram, when den oting
th e number of a hou se, and a sim ila r combina­
tion in the text when d enoting a telephone or
telex number, shall b e counted as th ou gh the
letter s were figures.

(0) A let ter or unintelligible combination of letters
u sed with figures an d n ot coming under any
of th e for egoing rules shall be counted se pa ra tely
from su ch figu res.

(p) Sum s of m oney expressed in figures com b in ed
with letters , bars, or other signs sha ll be counted
according to the foregoi ng rules.

(q) When sums of money a rc expressed partly in
figures and partly; in words, each figure or grou p
of figures shall be coun ted separa tely .

(r) Where a telephon e or tel ex number is used as
the address of a telegra m , th at part o f th e add ress
which cons ist s of t h e telepho n e or telex nu mber
(including the na m e of the exchange, if any ), and
th e name of th e town where necessary , sha ll b e
co un ted as two words, th e name or names of th e
address ee bein g separately counte d as otherwise
provided by thi s Schem e.

(s) Serv ice in dic ations inserted b efore the address
of a telegram shall not be cou n ted .

(t ) Special inst ru ct ions referred to in paragra ph 18
shal l be counted an d charged for as part -of th e
telegram.

Foreign languages
I I. T elegrams written in Latin or in Es peranto or

in any m odern European language, and in Eng lish
charac ters, shall be co un ted and charged for in the
sam e way as telegrams w rit ten in th e English lan guage,
but ali words no t fanning part of an y m odern
Euro pean lan guage, or of L atin 01' of Esperanto, and
all unintelligibl e combi nation of lett ers , sha ll (except
as o therwise p ro vided) be counted an d cha rge d for
at the rate of five letters to a word .

P ART IV

O VE RNtGHT TELEGRAM S

Overnight Telegrams
12.-(1) O vernight t elegram s shall b e tendered onl y

b etween su ch how's as the Post Office may from time
to tim e specify by, n oti ce published in su ch manner
as the Post Office may th ink fit, or (if n o h ou rs are
so specifi ed ) between th e h ours of 3 a .m. an d 10.30
p.m.

(2) T h e address of an overn igh t telegram sh all be
a full po sta l address or a re gis tered address .

(3) An overn igh t telegram sha ll be delivered by
post, or, if th e Post Offic e th inks fit, by m essenger ,
by telephone, o r by any o th er means .

(4) Paragraphs 25 and 26 shall n ot apply to over­
night telegrams.

(5) An overnigh t telegra m sh all not be sent as a
greetings telegram .

PART V

S ER VI CES AN D FACI LI TIES
G eneral

13. The serv ices and fac ilities referred to in this
par t o f th is Sch em e ma y be provided by th e Post
Office at such times, du rin g su ch periods, an d in such
circum stances as the P ost O ffice ma y think fit, and
the cha rges and conditions sp ecified in th is part of
th is Scheme shall apply to such services and facili­
ties in so far as they are so provid ed.

D elivery at two or more addresses
14.-(1) A telegram (not b eing an overnight tele­

g ra m or a priority telegram) may, at the r equest of
th e sender , be d elivered a t two or more addresses
ou t-side th e L ondon P ostal Area which are within th e
d eliv ery area served by m ess eng er from th e same
terminal telegra ph office, or at two or m or e addr esses
within the London Posta l Area which are in the sam e
postal dis trier.

(2) T h er e shall be ch arge d and paid for a telegram
which is to be so deliv ered :

(a) th e sum or sums payable under thi s Scheme
for the transmission of the tel eg ram as a single
t elegram , counting as chargea ble (in addition to
the wor ds o f t h e text) all th e add res ses a t which
th e telegram is to b e delive red and the names of
all the addressees ; and

(b) in respect of each add ress at which th e tele­
gram is to be delivered. . after th e first, th e sum
of 8 ~p and (in the case of a standard gr eetings
telegram) th e further sum of 2! p and (in th e
case o f a de lu xe greeting s t elegram) the fur th er
su m of lflp ;

(3) W here a tel egram is to b e so delivered to tw o
or m ore addresses within th e London P ostal Area,
an d any of th e addresses is a r egister ed add ress or a
telephon e or telex num b er, the sende r sh all add th e
pos tal d istrict in it ials a fter such address. The postal
dis tric t initials shall n ot form part o f the m atter
telegraphed or be ch arged fo r .

Payment for repl y
15. T he sender o f a telegram may pa y for the

transmi ssion of a reply th ereto at the appropriate
rate or rates ; P ro vided th at th e sum so paid by the
sender shall in no case b e less th an 12-}p or exceed £ I.

743755-C
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eithe r 3Jt th e specific request of the sender or the
addr essee or in acco rdance with any special in struc­
tions register ed as provided in pa ragraph 22 or fo r
any other reason th at the Post O ffice m ay con sider
sufficien t.

(5) A telegram r e-di r ected and re -tra nsm itted ot h cr­
wise than by p ost und er sub -paragraph (2) sh all b e
treat ed as a fresh te legram for the purpose of this
Schem e, and accordingly orhe ordi na ry rate or the
ov ern igh t r ate (wh ich ever may b e appropriate to the
re-transmission), and an y additional ch arge p ayable
undcr paragraph 7 sh all be charged an ti paid in
respect of each re-tran smission .

(2) A tel egram m ay be re -d ir ect ed fr om its original
add ress or any substitu ted add ress by any person at
su ch address for thc purpose of its being re­
tran sm itt ed to the addressee at any oth er address
in th e British Is lan ds or th e Republic of Irelan d.

(3) There sh all b e ch arged and paid in respect of
each r e-transmission of a telegram otherwise th an by
post under sub-paragraph (1) the sam e sums as
would be payab le if th e re-transm ission w ere an
origin al 'transm ission of the tel egram at th e ordinary
rate o r the ov ern ight r ate (whichever m ay be appr o­
priate to the re -t ra nsm ission) to the address to wh ich
it is to b e re-tran smitted, exclud ing any additional
ch arge re ferr ed to in p aragraph 7 : P rovided that in
the ca se of a m oney order telegram, th e charge for
re-transmission shall be 25p for the first 12 words
or less and 2p for each w ord in exces s of 12 words
an d, if w ord s contain ing a private com munication
f110m the remi tter ar e ad ded to th e telegram, th e
furth er sum of 2p for each word so ad ded.

(6) There shall b e charged and paid in respect of
each r e-trans m ission of a telegram by po st under
su b -paragra ph (2) such sums (if any) as would b e
payable if the telegram were a letter re-d irected
un der the provisions of any Re gulations or Scheme
rel atin g to the Inland Postal Serv ice for th e time being
in force.

(7) When th e Post O ffice deem s it just so to do, it
ma y su bst itute a fixed ch arge of 25p for all oth er
ch arges for re-dir ection and re-transmission of a
tel egram otherw ise than by po st under su b -paragra ph
(1) or sub -paragraph (2) .

(8) The charges payable under sub -par agraph s (3),
(5), (6) and (7) shall be payable ;

(a) wh ere the telegram is re-transmitted under sub­
paragraph (1) at th e request of th e sender, b y
the sender on demand;

(b) where it is re-tran smitted under sub -pa rag raph
(1) in any other circumstan ces, by th e addressee
on dem and ;

(c) where it is re-direc ted under sub -parag raph
(2), by the p ers on by whom it is re-directed or
by th e add ressee on dem and, at the discretion of
the Post Office.

p ayable for th e re ­
by po st under su b -

(4) No charge shall b e
tran sm ission of a tel egram
paragraph (I).

Special instructions for deliver y
22.-(1 ) Any person m ay register, a t any telegraph

office, su ch sp ecial in st ru ct ion s as to the delivery
of telegrams at a diff erent add ress in case of a
ch ange of residence or place of business, or such
other special in stru ction s as to the d elivery of tele­
gram s, as the Post Offic e m ay approve.

(2) In r espect of th e registr ation of any su ch
special instru ctions as aforesaid the sum of £ I' 57t
sh all be p aid in a dvanc e at th e time of registration,
and when th e instructions apply to a longer period
than a year th e sum pa yab le sh all be £1' 571 pe l'
annum ; Provid ed that n o ch arge shall be m ade under
th is paragraph in respect of;

(a) the registrat ion for an y p eriod up to and n ot
exceedi ng t hree m on ths of an in structi on in case
of change of residence or place of busin ess;

(b) th e regist ration of an instructi on as to the
d elivery of t elegra ms on Christmas D ay , G ood
Friday, or a pub lic holiday ; or

(c ) the registrati on of any instruct ion as to tele­
grams bearing regist ered add res ses.

(3) An y such sp ecial inst ru ct ion s, if regist ered by
the Post Office, sha ll be sub ject to th e provision s of
paragra ph 24 as regards th e days an d times of delivery
of te legram s.

Reply vouc hers
16.-(1) When a reply to a telegram has been pro­

vidcd for by th e sen der pursuan t to pa ragra ph 15,
a repl y voucher may b e delivered to the addressee.
The vouch er may be u sed by th e ad dressee or any
other person ;

(a) in pa ym ent or part paymen t of th e cha rges on
a tel egram or a n umber of telegr ams tender ed
together, whether or not sen t in reply, to th e
or igina l tel egram, and wheth er or no t addressed
to the sender of th e original telegram ; or

(b) in the discretion of th e P ost Office in pa ym ent
or parr paymen t of any account r endered by the
P ost O ffice for cha rges for telegraph or telephone
services.

(2) If the voucher is not so used , th e sum paid fo r
th e repl y will be repaid t o th e sender of th e or iginal
tel egram on surren der of the voucher.

(3) If the original telegram is undelive rab le, th e
sum paid by th e sen d er for th e repl y m ay, in th e
dis cretion of the P ost Office, be refunded .to the sender
at the time of an y notification t o him of th e non­
delivery of the o rig ina l telegram.

Repetition of telegrams
17.-(1) The sender of a telegram may h ave it

repeat ed ba ck from office to office. The ch arge for
the repetition sh all be one-half of th e ordinary rate
or o f the overnigh t rate as th e case may be (any
fra ction of t p be ing ch arged as ~p), and shall b e
paid at the same t ime as the ch arge for transmission.

(2) The addressee of a t elegram may have r epeated
from the office of origin wi thout charge th e telegram
or any words or passages contained therein which
app ear ~o h im to b e incorrect.

Special instructions on telegram envelopes
18. When the se nder of a telegram desi r es th at

special in structions, such as "private ", " confiden­
tial " , or ~ . to be op en ed at once " , shall b e writt en
on ' the envelope con ta in ing th e transcript of th e
telegr am which is to be delivered to th e ad dressee,
he shall write th e inst ructions on th e telegram form
imm edi at ely before th e ad dress.

Cancellation by sen der
19. The sende r of a telegr am may cancel it be fore

delivery to the addressee, subject to the following
provisions :

(a) If th e applicatio n for can cellation is m ad e
before the transmission of 'the te legr am fro m th e
office of ori gin has comm enced, the sum due
fro m the sen der shall b e Ri p only and any
am ount in excess of th is sum prepaid by h im
shall be refunded.

(b) If t he applica tion is m ade aft er th e com ­
mencement but b efore the completi on of th e
transmi ssion of the telegram fro m the office of
ori gin , the sum due fr om the sen der in re sp ect
of th e ·te legram shall b e th e charge for trans­
mission. Any amount prepa id by him for a
reply teleg ram shall be refu nded.

(c) If the appl ication is ma de after the tran smi ssion
of the tel egram from th e office of origin h as
been com p lete d , it may still b e cancelled. if
pract icable, by m ean s of a serv ice telegram ad­
dressed ,to th e P ostm ast er of th e office of de livery,
The send er of the origin al tel egram sha ll pay
for the transmission of th e servi ce tel egr am a t
the ord inary rate, and th e further sum of l 2~p

if th e serv ice telegram is sen t on a Sun day, or
is sen t on Christmas D ay or Good F rid ay in
any part of th e British Islands a ther than Scot­
land. In a case to which .th is sub-paragraph
applies, the sum p aid by or due from the sender
in resp ect of the original telegram sh all n ot b e
refund ed or sh all r emain due as if th e q ues tion
of cancellation had not arisen , except that any
ch arge for a reply tel egram m ay, in m e discret ion
of th e Post .Office, be refund ed or wa ived .

Receipt f or charges
20. The sende r of a t elegram sh all b e entitled .

fr ee of charge, to a receip t for th e cha rges prepaid
on a telegram, in su ch form as th e P ost Office
shall approve .

R e-d irection and re-tr ansmission
21'.-(1) A telegram may at the discret ion of the

Post Office b e re-d irect ed and re-t ran sm itted by th e
Post Office to th e addressee at any other addre ss
in the British Islands 0 1' the Republic of Ireland,
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R egistered addresses
23.- (1) Ap p lication m ay be m ad e for the r egist ra­

tion , at any office fro m which telegrams are delivered
(p rovided it b e a head office or a country sub -office),
of an abbr evia ted or an a rbi trary t elegra phic address.

(2) If in the opinion of th e P ost O ffice th er e is no
ob jection to such r egistration , suc h abbreviated or
arbitra ry telegraph ic address sh all b e reg iste red , t o­
gether w ith th e full correct address of the ap p lican t.

(3) T he re shall be paid for such r egis t ra tion su ch
sum (herein afte r called a registration fee) as may from
time to tim e b e p rescribed and suc h regist r ati on fec
shall be p aid in advance. P rovid ed that the r egist ra­
t ion fee shall not exce ed :

94I? in r esp ect of. a p eriod n ot exceed ing three
lTIOnU1S;

£1·87~· in respect of a per iod exc eeding three but
n ot exc eed ing six m onths j

£2 '62! in respect of a pe riod exceed ing six bu t
n ot exce edin g nine m on th s j a nd

£ 3 in re spect of a p eriod exceeding n ine months
but n ot exc eeding a year .

(4) While suc h abbr evia ted or arbit rary telegraphic
address is r egist ered , and during the p er iod in r esp ect
o f which th e registration fee has b een paid, telegrams
addressed to such address and received at the office
at which th e registration has b een eff ected sh all b e
delivered as if th ey w er e ad d ress ed to th e corr e­
sp onding full cor rect add r ess.

(5) T he P ost Office m ay at any time, if it shall
seem to it expe di en t, cancel th e r egist ra t ion o f an y
registered address, but sha ll in such case r eturn a
pa r t of the registration fee p rop ortionate (as n ear as
may be) to the unexpi red p or tion of th e period in
res pect of wh ich a r egistra tion fee h as b een paid.

(6) An exp r ession re gis ter ed as an ab breviated or
arb it ra ry t elegraphic add r ess shall b e regar d ed for th e
purp ose of charge as though written in th e Enol ish
langu ag e, wh ether in the address th e tex t a r e the
signa ture of a telegram. '

PART VI
DELIV ERY

Days and tim es f or deliuery of tel egrams
24. A telegram may b e del ivere d on su ch da ys and

a t su ch times as th e P os t Office m ay d et erm in e.

111ethod of delivery
25.-(1 ) Subject to th e p ro visio ns of paragraph 26

and the following sub-par agrap hs of th is pa ra graph , a
telegr am shall be d eliver ed by messenge r.

(2) Subj ect to the provisions of paragraph 26 :
(a) any telegram m ay at th e di scr etion of the Pos t

O ffice b e d elivered by telephon e or by tel ep r inter
or other elect rical apparatu s:

Provid ed th at a g reet ings telegra m shall no t be
so d elivered exc ep t by a rra ng ement b etween th e
P ost O ffice and th e address ee j

(6) any t elegram m ay a t th e discretion of th e Po st
Office b e d eliver ed by post if in its op ini on it
w ill reach the addressee by that m eans not lat er
than if it w er e delivered by messenger ;

(c) an y telegram m ay a t the di scretion o f th e P os t
Offic e be delivered b y pneumatic tube or ot h er
mechan ical m ean s.

Service indications
26.- (1) T h e sen d er of a t elegra m may inser t before

th e fu ll address any of the follow in g se rvice indica ­
tions r elating to the manner of delive ry of the
telegram :

(a) th e word " post ", the name o f th e offic e o f
posting b eing inserted at th e en d of th e ad d ress
if th e P ost O ffice so r equires j

(b ) th e word s " hand delivery" ; or
(c) th e wor d " t elephon e " or "telex" ;

or may use a t elephon e or telex num ber as the
ad dress of the t elegram.

(2) Vi/here the service indi cati on " pos t " is u sed ,
th e tel egram shall b e d eliver ed by p ost.

(3) Where th e se rvic e indication " hand deliv ery "
is used , th e t elegr am shall b e d elive r ed by messenger.
or , if the con d ition mentioned in para gra ph 25 (2) (b )
is satisfied , by post.

(4) Where th e service in d ication " teleph one " is
used, or the address of the telegram is a tel ephone
number , th e telegram sh all b e d eliver ed by tel ephone

or by tel eprinter OJ; other elect rical ap para tus, unless
the Post Office elects t o deliver it by any other means.

(5) W here the service indica tion " te lex" is used,
or th e ad dress of the tel egr am is a t elex number, the
telegram shall b e del iver ed by te leprin ter or other
elec trica l ap paratus unless the Post O ffice elec ts to
deli ver it by any oth er means.

Du e delivery
27.- (1) A telegr am shall be duly d eliver ed by

messenger or b y post if it is delivered a t th e pl ace
of address of th e telegram, or a t an address to which
it is re-dire cted in accord ance with this Sch em e, or
to th e addressee in p erson. "-

(2) A tel egram shall b e d uly delivered by telepho n e
if it is telephoned to th e ad dressee or hi s serva n t or
ag en t or oth er person purportin g to b e authorised
to receive the telegram.

(3) A telegram shall b e duly d eliver ed b y teleprinter
or o th er electr ica l apparatus if it is t ran smitted by
such m eans to the place of address o f th e telegram,
or to an ad dr ess to w hi ch it is r e-d irected in accord­
ance with th is Sch em e.

Fr ee d eliv ery
28. The charge for the tr an srmssto n of a t elegram

shall cover th e cost o f d elive ry by any means withi n
the British Islands.

P ART VII
G EN ERAL CONDITI ON S

Addresses
29 . The ad dr ess of a telegram sh all con tain all par­

t icu lars r equ isite to ens u re d elivery of the telegram
withou t th e necessity for maki ng enqu ir ies.

A ddresses of tel egrams to mem bers of H .ll1. Forces
30.-(1) W her e a telegram is ad dresse d to a m ember

of H er M ajesty's n aval, military, or air forces, or to
a mem ber of a nurs ing service or oth er auxiliary
service of any of those forces, a t any camp, barracks,
station or air field in the British Is lands , the P ost
Office may r equire t he sender to include the pre­
scribed par ticu la rs in the add ress of the t elegram .

(2) Vi'here th e pr esc r ibe d part iculars in th e addres s
of an y suc h teleg ram wou ld, under th is Schem e,
cou n t as m ore than five word s, they shall be char ge d
fo r as five words,

(3) In this paragr aph the exp ressi on "the
prescr ibed particulal'S " m eans th e number, rank
and nam e of the addressee of t he telegram; the
squadron , battery, company or at he r sect ion of the
un it ; th e ad dres s of the camp, barracks, station or
airfield j an d suc h ot her particu lars as the Post Offi ce
m ay re qu ire or allow.

N ame and add ress of sender
31.-(1) The P ost Office m ay requ ire th e sen de r

of any telegram, b efore it is acc epted for tr ans­
m issi on , to sign his nam e and write ·h is ad dr ess
on th e telegram form in the space prov id ed for the
purpose, but the sender's name and address need
n ot b e part of the matt er telegraphed.

(2) The Post O ffice m ay, if it thinks fit, acce p t
as com pl ian ce with th is para graph the insertio n in
typew ri ting, or in p rint, or by means of a rubber
stamp, of the name and address, telephone or tel ex
number or r egistered ad dress of th e sender.

M ode of writing
32. N o telegr am written otherwi se th an in English

cha ra cte rs shall be transmitted or ten dered for trans­
m ission .

Obje ctionable telegrams not transm itt ed
33 . N o telegram shall be transm itted or tendered

for t ransm iss ion which contains an yth in g whi ch is
gr ossly offensive or of an indecent, ob scene or
m ena cing ch ar acte r.

De posit of telegrams ill l etter box es
34.- (1) A t elegra m d eposited in a post office letter

box sh all be transmi tt ed as a telegram if post age
s tamps in full pr epaymen t of th e charges for the
transm ission of th e telegram are at tach ed thereto
an d the telegram complies in oth er respects with
the provisions o f this Schem e, and otherwise may
be so trans m itted if the P ost Office thi nks fit.

(2) If n o stamps or insufficien t st amps are attach ed
to a t elegra m which is so dep osi ted an d transmitted,
the ch arges fo r transmiss ion , or, as the case may be,
the am ou n t of the deficiency, shall (if not collected
from the ad d res see ) b e paid by the sender .
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T elegrams to be called for
35. An y teleg ram ad dressed to a telegraph office

or post office " to be called for" sha ll be retained
for two weeks. At th e en d of that time the telegram,
if nat called for , shall be tr eat ed as n ot deliv era ble.

Cancellation
36. Except as otherwise provid ed in th is Sch em e,

a telegram which bas been accepted for transmission
sha ll not be can celled, an d its transmission or deli ve ry
sha ll not be suspend ed or interfered with, on th e
applica tion of an y person .

Paymen t of charges
37. All ch arges in respe ct of th e tr an srmssi on of

a telegram and in respect of serv ices and facil ities
in rel ation thereto, shall (except as herein otherwise
provided, or as the Post Office may d etermine) be
prep aid by the sender thereof.

R emission of charges
38. The Post Office may rem it in whole or in

par t any sum payable or paid under this Scheme .

PART VIII

GEN ERAL

A pplicat ion to the R epublic of Ireland
39 . The provis ion s of th is Sch eme sha ll apply

to wr itten telegrams between the British Is lands
and the Re public of Irelan d so far as rel at es to
the transm ission, delivery and trea tm en t of the tele­
grams under the au th ority of the Post Office.

Provided that:
(a) There sha ll be charged and paid for th e trans­

mission of every telegram to a pla ce in the
Re pub lic of Ireland, if the length of the telegram
doe s not exceed twelve words, 30p, an d, if the
length of t he tel egr am exceeds twelve wor ds ,
30p for the first twelv e words and Zp for each
additiona l word, wit h the ad dit iona l charg e of
12tp if the telegram is tendered on a Sunday,
or is tendered on Christmas D ay or Good Friday
in any part of the British Islands o ther th an
Scotl and ;

(b) Telegrams will not be accepted for tr ansmission
to the Rep ub lic of Ireland as greetings telegrams,
overn igh t telegr am s, or prior ity telegrams ;

( c) The charges for the deliv ery of telegrams by
spe cial m essenger beyon d th e limit of free d e­
livery in the Republic of Ireland sha ll not b e
prepa id by the sender;

(d ) In the cas e of a mo n ey order tel egra m applied
for at a Money Ord er Offic e in the British
Islands and payable in the R epublic of Ireland,
paragra ph 8 (exc ept sub -paragra phs (c) and (d )
thereof) sha ll apply with th e substitut ion of the
su m o f 30p for th e sum of 25p as th e minimum
charge p ayable in re sp ect of the service telegram
au thor ising paymen t.

(e) Paragraph 15 shall apply wi th th e subs titu tion
of such sums as the P ost Office may fix for the
minimum and m aximum sums specified in that
paragraph .

Dated the 11th day ofJanuary 1971
Si gned on behalf of the Post Offic e by En a A. Knigh! (a person auth o r is e d by the Post Office to act
in that behalf).


